KALEIDOSCOPE   ONE

"Of course I thought of such possibilities. But if you
had seen the girl, had noted how she was scared if any-
one spoke loudly, you would have had no anxiety at all.
There are some young women who are so shamefaced that
a man can take with them any liberties he pleases. They
will endure the uttermost because they cannot bear to
complain about such a thing.

"I was delighted to watch the success of my device.
She came back from her walk in the garden, and my own
temples throbbed at sight of her. She was a new girl,
with a more sprightly gait. She did not know what to do
with herself; her cheeks were burning once more, and she
was adorably awkward in her embarrassment. So it
went on throughout the day. She glanced at one window
after another as if hoping to find there the clue to the
enigma, and looked searchingly at every passer-by.
Once her eyes met mine, and I averted my gaze, being
careful not to betray myself by the flicker of an eyelid.
But in that fugitive instant I became aware that a vol-
cano of passionate inquiry was raging within her; I was,
indeed, almost alarmed at the realization, for I remem-
bered what I had learned long years before, that no
pleasure is more seductive and more dangerous than that
which comes to a man when he is the first to awaken such
a spark in a girl's eyes.

"I watched her as she sat with idle fingers between the
two stitching elders, and I saw how from time to time her
hand moved towards a particular part of her dress where
I was sure the letter lay hid. The fascination of the sport
grew. That evening I wrote a second letter, and con-
tinued to write to her night after night. It became more
and more engrossing to instil into these letters the senti-
ments of a young man in love, to depict the waxing of an
imaginary passion. No doubt one who sets snares for
game has similar sensations; the deer-stalker must enjoy
them to the full. Almost terrified at my own success, I
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